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Where the roads go .. . Interstate Loop 610 and Interstate 10 join in northwest 
Houston in a high-speed interchange. Arrows in the center lanes point the way 
to Katy Road. Eventually these lanes will become 1.H. 10 info downfown Hous- 
ton, connecting with I.H. 45 and U.S. 59, and thence to 1H. 610 on the east side. 
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About Our Cover 


Daredevil photographer Jack Lewis climbed to the top of the 
260-foot cableway tower af the Devils River Bridge site to 
shoot this breath-taking view of the new bridge. He was 
400 feet above the bed of the river. The cable or “gut line” 
in the upper right hand corner is three inches in diameter. 
This is what the trolley travels on when lifting heavy loads. 
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Editorial... 


The Balanced Program Concept 


The Texas Highway Commission has as its goal a 
balanced highway program to serve all Texans. 

All members of the commission have endorsed this 
philosophy and often have expressed their support for 
the “total service’ concept of highway construction. 

However, the commission guidelines were given 
added emphasis recently when Chairman Herbert C. 
Petry Jr. told the annual meeting of the Texas Section 
of the Institute of Traffic Engineers: 

“An attitude of do-it-for-me-first-and-forget-the- 
other-guy will not serve the best interest of the state 
nor the highway user who pays the bill.’ 

His audience was composed principally of engi- 
neers who seek solutions to the more critical urban, 
rural and state highway traffic problems. 

Mr. Petry was telling his listeners, in essence, that 
avoidance of the principal potential stumbling block 
in highway planning and construction rests in com- 
plete public understanding both of the problems in- 
volved and the steps being taken for their elimination. 


The policy is unassailable. And it will stand without 
question or criticism if the public understands the 
economic factors upon which it is based. 

The traveling public often fails to see the entire 
scope of the 65,000-mile state-maintained Texas 


highway system. Many urban commuters would have 
us junk the farm to market road program. Many urban 
expressways are so much wasted time and money to 
the farmer, the small-town merchant and the ‘inter- 
city traveler. 

Yet, probably in no other state is the “balanced pro- 
gram” concept more appropos. For Texas, above all 
other states, is an anomaly— a contradiction of popula- 
tion and economy. 

Texas has more metropolitan areas of 50,000 pop- 
ulation or more than any other state—22 of them. 
More than half the counties in Texas have more rural 
residents than urban, and we rank fourth among all 
states in the number of rural residents. 

Cities are the markets served by the farm to market 
roads. And the 2.4 million rural residents in Texas 
represent a sizeable market for goods made in and 
distributed from our cities. 

The late Thomas McDonald, chief of the Bureau of 
Public Roads, once said: “We were not a wealthy 
nation when we began improving our highways. But 
the roads themselves helped us create new wealth, 
in business and industry and land values. So it was 
not our wealth, that made our highways possible. 
Rather, it was our highways that made our wealth 
possible.” 


By the first of June, the Devils River Bridge was 85 
per cent complete. By the end of June, all the piers had 
been poured, and all structural steel was on the job... 
except for the two girders being repaired after the April 
tornado. All structural steel was up through Pier 29, and 
the slab was poured to Pier 18. 

Completion date is set for mid December. 

Construction on the bridge was started in October 1962. 
The 5,461-foot bridge, a link on U.S. 90, is parallel to a 
railroad bridge presently carrying traffic. The two bridges 
will provide transportation across the tremendous Amistad 
Reservoir, which will transform thousands of acres of waste 
land into productive property and provide flood control for 
the Devils River and the Rio Grande. The bridge will cost 
an estimated $6 million. 


The top picture shows how the Devils River Bridge looked 
early in March, and the picture to the right shows how it 
looked in June. 
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The Texas Highway Department first tried out the continuous 
pour method in bridge construction on the Devils River Bridge. 
Here a 2-cubic-yard concrete bucket is dumped during a 
continuous slab pour. In the background is the slab finishing 
machine, while man at left directs the dragline by phone. 


<2 — 


A plate girder is raised to fill in the gap with the cableway system. The girder is 110 feet long, weighs 36,000 pounds. 


A 435-foot slab pour is about complete, with the finishing 
machine in operation. This pour began at 3:30 a.m. and was 
completed at 11:30 a.m., requiring 360 cubic yards of con- 
crete. Note the numerous visitors watching the job .... . all 
wearing hard hats as a safety precaution. 


The plate girders are cantilevered over the piers with tie-downs holding them in place. The cableway holds the pin con- 
nected section in place until the pin is secured. Above, sun glints on one of the plate girders. 


AS A 
DIAMOND 

1s TO 
A RING... 
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So 


The new 2,000-foot San Pedro Bridge 
stretches across the dry creek bed on 
U.S. 277 near Del Rio. The bridge is the 


“As a diamond is to a ring, so is a 


bridge to a road.” 


With these words, Texas Highway 
Commission Chairman Herbert C. Petry 
Jr. began the dedication address to 
open the newly completed San Pedro 
Creek Bridge near Del Rio on June 3. 

“Bridges may be justified on many 
practicality, economics, 
esthetics, continued Petry. 
“The excellence of a bridge, as in most 
things, may be gauged by how well it 
does on its job. To the Texas Highway 
Department a bridge is only a link in 
65,000 miles of highways designed with 
one overriding function in mind: Bring- 
ing total road service to all the people.” 


grounds 
religion,” 


Petry concluded the speech with the 
17th Century English proverb, “Let every 


second new span completed in the Amis- 
tad Dam project area, the first being a 
railroad bridge over the Devils River, 


man praise the bridge that carries him 
over.” 

The San Pedro Creek Bridge stands 
about nine miles northwest of Del Rio on 
U.S. 277. It is part of the massive Amis- 
tad Dam project on the Rio Grande. 

The bridge measures 2,000 feet long, 
rising from 75 to 88 feet high above the 
dry bed of the stream. It was started 
September 24, 1963, and built at a cost 
of $988,000. Included in the project are 
three miles of new highway built in the 
relocation of U.S. 277 and 377. Ross 
B. Watkins Inc. of Laredo was the prin- 
cipal contractor; the approaches were 
constructed by J. M. Dellinger Inc. of 
Corpus Christi. Engineer in charge of 
the bridge building was G. P. Brown, 
Supervising Resident Engineer at Del 
Rio. & 


Participants in the San Pedro Bridge 
dedication pause for the photographer 
before snipping the ribbon. Left to 
right, they are Hilary B. Doran, chair- 
man of the highways and roads com- 
mittee of the Del Rio Chamber of 
Commerce; G. P. Brown, Supervising 
Resident Engineer in charge of the 
bridge project, Del Rio; Catherine Gu- 
lick, Miss Del Rio: C. N. Parsons, District 
Engineer at Del Rio; Herbert C. Petry 
Jr., chairman of the Texas Highway 
Commission, and his wife; Jimmy Del- 
linger, sub-contractor for the grading 
and approaches; and contractor Ross C. 
Watkins and his daughter. 


A Helping Hand 


All letters sent to the Texas Highway Department, expressing 
thanks and appreciation for the services of the Department, are 
acknowledged by some member of the Department. Here Is a 
letter that State Highway Engineer D. C. Greer answered: 


“| had the misfortune this morning of having a flat tire . . . about half-way 
between Rusk and Alto. As | was about ready to mount my spare tire, one 
of your trucks pulled up behind me and offered me assistance, which | accepted 
ree | don’t know his name, nor did | ask, as we were both busy at the time, 
and it didn’t take long. | had, actually, little more than time to thank him as 
he was on his way again, so soon. 

“Mr. Greer and | have been friends since our early years and he will assure 
you | am not helpless—my intent is to express to you, as a taxpayer, the 
appreciation | have for this young man and your department through his 
efforts.” 

The letter was signed C. P. Holmsley, of Shaw-Barton, Inc. of Tyler. The 
State Highway Engineer wrote back: 

“ . .. you addressed a very nice letter to the Texas Highway Department, 
reminding the reader of same that you had known Mr. Greer for a long time. 
Mr. Greer happened to be the reader of your letter. 

“It was nice of you to write as you did concerning our employe. | wish that 
I could say to you that this only happens to good people like you. Such a 
statement would not be true. Our people do this sort of thing all the time and 
it makes me quite proud to be connected with an organization such as this.” 


Greer's observation that his employes "do this sort of thing all the time" is correct, for such letters of thanks are an 
every-day occurrence in Highway Department offices throughout the state. Texas Highway Department employes have an 
ever growing reputation for extending courtesies far beyond the line of duty. Here is a sampling of the many letters sent in 
thanking the Department for the "helping hand" many employes have extended to motorists stranded on Texas highways. 


Today one of your men, a Mr. G. E. 
Phillips, notified me that he had found 
a spare truck tire and rim near Henri- 
etta, Texas. 

We lost it off our truck day before 
yesterday and searched for it but to 
no avail. Thanks to your department 
for having such alert and cooperative 
personnel. 


John B. Barbour Jr. 


John B. Barbour 
Trucking Co. 


One Sunday in December we were 
traveling by car on Route 79 out of 
Henderson in a driving snow storm 
when our car blew a radiator hose. 

We wish to express our deep grati- 
tude for the courtesy and _ service 


shown us by two of your men, Mr. 
Grindle and Mr. Davis. They could 
not have done more for us. If they 
had not so promptly rescued us and 
stayed with us and helped us until we 
were on our way, our Christmas vaca- 
tion might have been a very unpleas- 
ant experience. As it was they had us 
on our way in a short time. To say 
“thanks” only expresses in a mild way 
how we feel about the Texas Highway 
Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Earl Gibbons 
Rosiclare, Illinois 


You have a man in your organiza- 
tion that was so courteous and helpful 
to my family that | feel | must bring 
his good deeds to your attention. 


On April 23. my wife, my daughter, 
and our two grandchildren were re- 
turning from Houston . . . when they 
were stranded on the highway. No 
one would stop and render any assist- 
ance until your Mr. R. L. Jacobs, a 
driver of a large truck, came along. 
Mr. Jacobs was very courteous. He 
determined that the trouble was in 
the distributor. He worked about an 
hour repairing it to where they could 
continue on their way, and refused to 
take any money for his services. 

| have always said that Texas has 
the best highways of any state in the 
nation. | can now also say that it has 
the best employes. 


Frank A. Seffel 
San Antonio, Texas 


More Boat Ramps 


Water recreation in Texas has received 
a substantial boost under the Texas 
Highway Department’s public boat ramp 
building program implemented in the 
summer of 1962. To date, construction 
of 60 launching ramps throughout the 
state has been authorized. Forty of this 
total are either under construction or 
have been completed and in use. 

Funds to build the ramps come from 
surplus boat registration fees. In 1959 
the Texas Legislature passed the Water 
Safety Act and designated the Texas 
Highway Department as the administer- 
ing agency to collect boat registration 


fees. The Act stipulated the surplus funds 
over and above the cost of administering 
the program would be used to build 
public boat ramps. 

Under the Highway Department pro- 
gram, the boating enthusiast has year- 
round launching spots at no charge. In 
addition to the launching ramp each site 
includes a parking area, access road, in- 
cinerator and signing. 

Boat ramp locations are selected on 
the basis of the water area to be served 
and the number of boat registrations in 
the area. 

At its June meeting, the Texas High- 


way Commission authorized construction 
of four new public boat ramps in the 
continuing program. They will be built 
at: 


Eisenhower State Park in Grayson 
County. The project will include a boat 
ramp, parking area and access road. 


Estimated cost is $9,500. 


Lake Whitney State Park in Hill 
County. Estimated cost is $5,000. 


Dam B State Park in Jasper County, 
two boat Estimated cost is 


$9,000. @ 


ramps. 


With o Flip of the Whist 


A new device to mark delineators for 
painting has been developed in District 


5 


Joel D. Willson, Texas Highways re- 
porter at Lubbock, says R. E. Shedd at 
Post developed the device. 

“It is equipped with two sections of 
a pruning saw blade which are spring 
loaded,” Willson said. “When the device 
is clamped to the guard post, a revolu- 
tion or two 
grooves around the post and it is ready 
for the black stripe. We believe this to 
be a very good gadget for use in keep- 
ing guard posts more attractive.” 


Delineator marker developed by R. E. Shedd. 


of the handle cuts two 


Cement stabilized base to private entrances in District 15, Hondo area, easily withstand heavy traffic and weather conditions. 
This driveway was completed more than a year ago. 


For Private Entrances and Public Relations 


Charles E. Hackebeil, Senior Resident Engineer 
Hondo, District 15 


T 00 OFTEN private entrances appear on plans as a 
minor item, and are constructed in the same manner. How- 
ever, to the person using these driveways daily, they represent 
the most important part of the completed project. In general, 
his opinion of the Texas Highway Department as a whole 
will be based on how he is affected personally and the con- 
struction of satisfactory entrances is a big and important 
step in good public relations. 

For a number of years, methods of constructing private 
entrances which are satisfactory to rural landowners, requir- 
ing minimum maintenance and economical in cost to con- 
struct, have been under study in this residency. Most difficulty 
is experienced where water crosses entrance with velocity 
sufficient to erode or wash out flexible base material, which 
has been dumped, spread, and compacted. During periods of 
heavy rainfall similar damage to surfaced entrances has oc- 
curred on new projects. 

Best results to date have been obtained on construction of 
private entrances by use of a cement stabilized flexible base 
material, using the same base as that used in roadway and 
Portland Normal Cement. 

After grading operations have been completed, ditches con- 
structed to line grade and checked by blue tops, the contractor 


then excavates to depth shown on plans for proposed entrance 
details. This is done with either scraper, highloader, or main- 
tainer, depending on location and accessibility of working 
area. No additional pay is made for minor excavation and is 
considered a subsidiary item. 

As soon as possible, roadway portion of flexible base is 
dumped and compacted. Because of excavation below ditch 
grade, a problem of entrance for landowner usually exists. 
Therefore, the contractor is required to begin construction 
of stabilized entrances as quickly as possible. 

There are two methods usually followed by contractors in 
this area for mixing cement and flexible base, both of which 
have proven satisfactory when necessary procedures are fol- 
lowed. The usual method is to dump the required amount 
of base on the finished base course at approximately the 
quarter point and spread with blade to width of approximately 
one half the roadway. 

Required number of sacks of cement are then opened and 
dumped over base. Uniform distribution is accomplished 
by means of hand raking. Dry mixing of cement and base by 
blading then begins and continues until inspector is satis- 
fied uniform mix is achieved. A water truck then applies 
water to material and final mixing is completed. Water is 


At another entrance, soil at the end of stabilized material has eroded after one year. Rain may wash trash and rocks onto 
the driveway, but the entrance itself is relatively undamaged by the elements. 


applied as directed by the inspector. 

Mixed material is then bladed into excavated area and 
shaped to conform to finished ditch line and grade. Because 
of usual limited working area, sufficient laborers with shovels 
and rakes to help shape entrance must be available. Immedi- 
ately after entrance is brought to section plus allowance for 
compaction to grade, flat wheel roller and pneumatic roller 
begin and continue until inspector is satisfied maximum com- 
paction is achieved. 


For a period of three days following, the entrance is 
sprinkled in the morning and afternoon for curing purposes. 
The procedure outlined has given excellent results when strictly 
adhered to. 

One difficulty most common to this work is failure to have 
rollers at site and to begin immediately after mixed material 
has been placed. Some contractors have attempted to roll on 
day following because of break down of rollers. Emphasis 
should be stressed that mixed material must be considered as 
a concrete mix and all necessary placing, shaping and compact- 
ing completed before initial set of cement. 

Breakdown of rollers will require that contractor delay 
mixing operation until such equipment has been repaired. 
The need for sufficient labor to assist blade in shaping ma- 


terial is most important, since any entrance placed in “V” 
ditch with blade only will usually have poor riding qualities. 
Road mixing should be completed before actual final finish- 
ing of flexible base for surface application. Experience in 
past has shown a rough spot will develop because of cement 
stabilized material left on roadway at location where mixing 
occurred. 


Sequence of work on actual construction of entrances may 
vary depending on contractor’s operation and work schedule. 
Use of some type travel mixer will permit a mixed-in-place 
operation in lieu of roadway mixing. However, the same gen- 
eral placing and compacting requirements should be followed. 


Typical private entrance quantities are 10 C.Y. or 15 tons 
of flexible base and 3.75 barrels of cement. Items are paid 
for under “Flexible Base,” “Cement for Stabilized Base,” 
“Sprinkling” and “Rolling.” Approximate cost per completed 
entrance for quantities shown is $50. 


We have found public relations has improved and driveway 
complaints have been reduced since requiring this type of 
construction. However, I don’t want to infer this has been a 
“cure all,” human nature being what it is. Enuff sed, but who 
would want a job without some problems to solve? @ 


This modern-designed tourist bureau at Orange is the culmination of the Texas Highway Department's 28-year program to 


maintain tourist bureaus at important state-line 


oints. The bureaus were first opened in 1936 and have remained open ever 


since except during World War II. Other similarly attractive bureaus are at Anthony, Denison, Gainesville, Orange, Texarkana, 


Waskom and Wichita Falls. 


THE TOURIST BUREAU STORY 


Would it easily nonplus you if a 
California-bound covered wagon like 
those seen on television clattered to a 
halt on the paved street alongside your 
place of employment? 

Or how would you react to the ques- 
tions of a weather-beaten hiker deter- 
mined to make his terminus point the 
hard way—pushing a wheelbarrow cross- 
country ? 

As a Texas Highway Department 
travel counselor, neither covered wagons 
nor offbeat itinerant travelers would 
rattle your map-marking pen one-six- 
teenth of an inch. 

You’d simply smile the same winner 


that got you this interesting job in the 
first place. Then you’d provide the 
traveler with all kinds of pertinent trav- 
el data and probably send him on his 
way with an irresistible “Don’t forget 
to come back to Texas.” 

For almost a quarter of a century, this 
brand of Texas hospitality has been dis- 
pensed at the tourist bureaus maintained 
by the Texas Highway Department at 
key points of entry into the state. Pres- 
ently, there are bureaus at Anthony, 
Denison, Gainesville, Orange, Texarka- 
na, Waskom, and Wichita Falls. A new 
bureau is nearing compietion on I.H. 20 
near Waskom. 


Over the years, bureau personnel 
with this unbeatable combination of 
composure and courtesy have garnered 
real dividends for the image of Texas 
as a place worth visiting—and visiting 
again. 

Statisticians in the Travel and Infor- 
mation Division have determined that 
the tourist bureaus for which it is re- 
sponsible annually play host to some 
400,000 visitors. 

Each of the seven Tourist Bureaus 
has a male supervisor with an average 
of more than 11 years of telling people 
—politely—where to go and what to 
see and do in Texas. Travel counselors 


—generally women—vary in number 
.... from as many as four at Anthony 
north of El Paso to no less than two at 
any bureau. Rounding out the bureau 
staffs is a maintenance man assigned to 
keep each Tourist Bureau as neat as an 
unfolded highway map. 


Travel counselors have a minimum of 
a high school education and, once given 
the job, enroll in a special course that, 
among other things, teaches them to give 
clear directions that are easy to under- 
stand and follow. 

“In our travel counselors,” said Tom 
H. Taylor, director of the Travel and 
Information Division, “we’re looking for 
people with poise, a very important trait 
in any public contact work. 

“We also want people who are well 
versed in travel and have a knowledge 
of Texas history and folklore—and an 
inquisitive mind. We'll even hire a non- 
Texan if the interview demonstrates to 
us the applicant is eager to learn and 
has this necessary information about 
Texas at her quick disposal. 

“In short, once we get through with 
them, our travel counselors are walking 
encyclopedias on Texas and are also pro- 
ficient in stimulating travel to and in 
Texas.” 

Among the many services travel coun- 
selors dispense are issuance of special 
permits as required by Texas law. They 
include those for oversized mobile homes 
and other over-dimensional and over- 
weight heavy-duty vehicles motoring on 
Texas Highways. 

The Texas Highway Department has 
been employing travel counselors since 
1936. In that Centennial Year, the Texas 
Highway Commission okayed the con- 

thirteen 
serve the 


struction and operation of 
“Information Offices” to 
countless thousands expected for the 
Centennial. 

(Incidentally, those first offices were 


Linda Carter, a travel counselor at the 
Orange bureau, helps a family plan its 
vacation trip through Texas. E. H. Shef- 
field, the bureau supervisor, visits with 
the group. 


staffed solely by Texas A&M cadets 
wearing their ROTC uniforms! ) 

The cadets told the Texas story at 
Canutillo, Denison, Farwell, Gainesville, 
Joaquin, Laredo (opened in 1937), 
Marshall, Orange, Paris, Pecos, Sham- 
rock, Texarkana, Texline, and Wichita 
Falls. 

Originally, it was planned to close the 
bureaus after the exposition. But their 
popularity won out; and on October 
22, 1936, the Forty-Fourth Legislature 
“resolved” that bureaus be maintained 
“at important state-line points for the 
benefit of the state.” 


ed continuously since then except during 
the national emergency of World War 
II, when all the bureaus were closed 
from 1943 until 1947, 

The Tourist Bureau Story is due 
another revision when plans for the 
opening of a bureau at Amarillo are a 
reality. 

“The purpose of the Amarillo Tourist 
Bureau,” explains D. C. Greer, state 


highway engineer, “is to get cross- 
country travel in two directions. In other 
words—the large highways crisscross- 
ing the Texas Panhandle. Most of these 
highways converge in Amarillo.” 

No doubt, the Amarillo bureau will 
justify not only its location, but most 
of all, its reason for being. Chances are 
certain that the statisticians in the Austin 
offices of the Travel and Information 
Division will be swamped with Tourist 
Survey Cards filled out by visitors to 
the new bureau. 

And chances are equally good that 
among the many filled-in blanks will be 
messages of the type that travelers from 
New York penned about their “first” im- 
pression of Texas—to wit: 

“The young lady at the Information 
Bureau was wonderful, and because of 
her we stayed a week longer than ex- 


pected.” 

For a state like Texas—now actively 
engaged in the tourist market—you can’t 
beat those odds. 

Because the statistics don’t lie. @ 


Nive YEARS have passed since 


whim and an expense account carried 


me to the spare rangeland of far West 
Texas to see the filming of the movie, 
“Giant.” The years have dimmed my 
memory of the luminaries I went there 
to see and interview—Elizabeth Taylor, 
James Dean, Rock Hudson. But a lumin- 
escence I had no thought of seeing there 
is vivid in my recollection. It haunts 
me to this day. 


The half-light of summer’s dusk was 
a shroud for the Marfa Airport as I 
awaited surface transportation to town. 
Great mountains did pushups in sil- 
houette on the far horizon, south, beyond 
the runway. A skein of stars appeared, 
bright **s footnoting, I suppose, In- 
finity. 


There was no moon. 

The airport attendant joined me as I 
meandered about the taxi apron. He 
was a pleasantly laconic young man, 


no more than 21. We bandied incon- 
sequentialities— weather, crops—and 
then I asked him, “What’s that light 
over yonder at the foot of the hills?” 

Matter-of-factly: “Nobody knows. 
Folks around here call it the Ghost 
Light.” 

I hadn’t flown 400 miles to have my 
leg pulled. “Seriously. What is it? A 
cantina? How far away is it?” 

The young man was adamant. “It’s 
no cantina. And there’s not a house 
within 20 miles of where you’re looking. 
The foot of those hills—they’re the 
Chinati Mountains—is about 40 miles 
from here. That’s where the light’s 
coming from. And that’s how far you’d 
have to walk to see it up close. But you 
can’t see it up close. It would disappear 
before you got to it. I know. I’ve tried 
to sneak up on it, myself. 

As a Boy Scout and later as an 
the attendant 
said, he had been on expeditions to 


adventurous __ teenager, 


stalk the source of the light. He had 
made sallies in its direction by jeep, on 
horseback and afoot. The light was a 
steady beacon by which to set a course, 
he recalled, yet after perhaps 35 miles 
of travel in its direction—nothing. 

Each time, the light snapped out. 

And no amount of searching would 
turn it on again. Yet when the youths 
turned away and headed back toward 
Marfa, they might—or might not—see 
the light leering brightly behind them 
as they looked across their shoulders. 

Legend has it that the light is a 
campfire kindled by the restless soul 
of a wayward Apache brave condemned 
to roam the Chinatis forever. If this is 
so, that old Apache is a mighty whims- 
ical ghost. 

At the hotel in Marfa, oldtimers con- 
firmed the account of the paradoxical 
Ghost Light as related by the young 
man at the airport. And they added 
embellishments accruing to its mystery. 


A rancher, for instance, had once 
hired a helicopter to fly over the Ghost 
Light, fix its position, hover over it at 
low altitude, then land beside it. The 
scheme worked fine—until rancher and 
pilot flew directly over the light. Then 
it flickered out. They landed where it 
had been, and found nothing but chap- 
arral. 

The Ghost Light is best viewed, old- 
timers say, from U.S. Highway 90 be- 
tween Marfa and Alpine in District 24. 
The light is visible most nights, winter 
and summer, to the southwest. But 
capricious ghost that it is, its behavior 
is erratic and it may not appear for 
several hours. And some nights not at 
all. And when it does choose to glow, 
it may appear a few degrees to the left 
or right of where it shined before. The 
Chinati ghost is manifestly a gadabout. 

What could the Ghost Light be? 
There is a choice of theories, none very 


good. 


The Light “Vhat Failed 


Harold Surratt, Senior Resident Engineer at Alpine, has motored west on 
U.S. Highway 90 “eight or nine times” to see the famous Ghost Light of the 
Chinati Mountains. 

“But so far, it has never been shining when | went to see it,” he says. 
“| don't doubt that it does shine—too many close friends that | trust have 
told me they've seen it. It’s just that | haven’t. But | imagine | will, sooner or 
later.” 

Has he any idea what causes it? “All | know are the theories I’ve heard, and 
all of them are easily disputed. Phosphorescent mineral deposits, mica, and so 
on. But these deposits have never been found. The Ghost Light is just a 
mystery, and frankly | prefer it that way. It’s more fun not knowing what- 
causes it.” 

Surratt says the best place to view the Ghost Light, according to those who 
have seen it, is from a point on U.S. 90 about 12 miles west of Alpine. If it’s 
shining, it will be visible on the horizon to the southwest. 


One explanation is that the light is 


the moon’s reflection from a vein of 
mica. But no such vein has even been dis- 
covered. And besides, the Ghost Light 
beams when there is no moon. 

It has been suggested that the light 
could be caused by the phenomenon 
known as “swamp gas.” But West Texas 
is no swamp. And geologists discount 
the possibility of natural gas reserves 
in that area. 

So maybe it’s a mirage? Why not? 
Mirages do occur in such stratified air 
as that region boasts. 

But abide. Mirages, after all, are 
reflections of distant artificial lights. 
The Ghost Light of the Chinatis has been 
seen now for more than 100 years. And a 
hundred years ago, the brightest light 
in those parts was a pioneer’s kerosene 
lantern—hardly sufficient to  refract 
with the brilliant candlepower of the 
Ghost Light, which sometimes glares 
like the headlights of an oncoming train. 


What else might it be? The work of 
a prankster? A prankster more than 
100 years old? Hardly. 

Well, then. Several generations of 
pranksters? Come off it. Forty miles 
is a long way to hike for a gag. Besides, 
none of the many expeditions which have 
sought the Ghost Light’s source has 
turned up a sign of life—nor did the 
rancher in the helicopter. 

It is almost ironic that not far away 
astronomers at McDonald Observatory 
are probing the secrets of stars a bil- 
lion light-years distant. Yet they are as 
perplexed as anyone by the riddle of the 
Ghost Light off U.S. 90. 

The mountains have kept their secret 
well. In 100 years and more, they have 
yet to give up the ghost. 

And we who have seen it, and can’t 
forget it, may invoke the wonderment 
of our childhood astronomy. Of stars 
and ghost lights one may ponder, How 
I wonder what you are. @ 
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For Safer Highways 


Established only two years ago, the 
National Driver Register Service has 
processed some four million requests 
from the 50 states. The service, operat- 
ing in the office of highway safety of 
the Bureau of Public Roads, employs 
an electronic computer that has now 
memorized’ the names, ages and de- 
scriptions of more than 330,000 drivers 
whose licenses have been revoked for 
drunken driving or involvement in a high- 
way death. 

From a state's standpoint, the service 
is simple. Someone applies to the state 
for a driver's license. The state motor- 
vehicle administrator simply sends a 
copy of the application to Washington, 
D. C. Within 24 hours the service for- 
wards a reply, giving the applicant's 
driving record in any or all of the 50 
other cooperating states. With this in- 
formation, the state can decide whether 
to grant the license. 

Before 1961, a motor-vehicle admin- 
istrator had to check individually with 
the other states to get the same _in- 
formation. 


What's That Again? 


Some Missouri fourth-graders, when 
studying about the 50 states, came up 
with some naively original descriptions. 
These are some of the comments about 


the new, the novel, the unique in highways 


Virginia as a tourist state, printed in a 
feature in the Virginia magazine, Com- 
monwealth: 

"Although most cows can only give 
milk, some Virginia cows have been 
taught how to give dairy products." 

"Virginia has many imports. One of 
its best of all imports is tourists." 

"This state keeps somewhat warmer 
than ours by burying much of its cold 
in its cold mines." 

"Virginia is rich in arsenic. Oh stop 
that worrying, because they do not use 
it to eat. They only use it to be rich in." 

"One of the Indian chiefs in Virginia 
hated all white settlers. The 
called him Opecancanough. This was 


settlers 


enough to make him hate all white set- 
tlers.”" 

"Axually, the Rappahannock River is 
even longer than its name." 

"Virginia has the important-purposed 
job of separating North Carolina and 
Maryland." 

‘Another famous Virginonian was Pa- 
trick Henry something. | forget his last 
name." 


Research Survey Planned 


The International Road Federation and 
the U. S. Bureau of Public Roads have 
signed a contract to carry out a survey 
of international highway research and 
development. 

Named the International Cooperative 
Highway Research and Development 
Project, the survey is divided into three 
general categories to determine what is 
being done in the field of road and road 
transport research and development, and 
to decide what projects could be inves- 
tigated in more detail or coordinated 
with comparable research and develop- 
ment in other countries. 


Roadside Radios 


The use of roadside radio transmitters 
to broadcast route information to motor- 


ists has undergone successful tests on a 
portion of the Kentucky Toll Road, notes 
the Highway User. 

The tests were made through the co- 
operation of the Georgia Institute of 
Technology, the Bureau of Public Roads 
and the Kentucky State Highway Depart- 
ment. 

Transmitters installed along the toll 
road right of way just south of Louisville 
broadcast information on accidents, typ- 
ical maintenance activities and general 
route information to more than 1,000 
motorists whose cars were equipped with 
special receivers. 

Looking ahead to the possibility of 
incorporating special receiving devices 
into regular car radios, the researchers 
asked drivers in their study how much 
they would be willing to pay for such an 
addition. Twenty-five per cent were will- 
ing to pay an extra $50 or more for this 
service, 48 per cent $30, and only eight 
per cent said they would not purchase 
such a system. 


A Smile and a Flag 


There's a new trend underway in Mon- 
tana. Instead of flagmen at road con- 
struction sites there are flagwomen. 

Motorists who have been annoyed by 
the delay which accompanies the famil- 
iar sign, ''Stop for Flagman,'' forget their 
impatience when the flagman turns out 
to be a flagwoman with a sweet voice 
and charming smile. 

Qualifications for a flagwoman, notes 
the Montana Center Line, are a good 
smile, public relations manners, and be 
easy on the eyes. 


Big and Busy 


The new Lincoln Tunnel interchange at 
Secaucus, New Jersey, is reputed to be 
the largest turnpike toll plaza in the 
world. It equals the playing area of 
Yankee Stadium. Traffic here equals a 
World Series crowd every day. 


MORE THAN A PENNY 


Think you can improve your department or somebody else's? 
Write down your suggestions and win yourself from $10 
to $50. 

Twice a year the Texas Public Employees Association spon- 
sors Merit Award contests which encourage state employes 
to make suggestions for improvement of their government. 
Governor John Connally said, "These contests are one way 
to further our state's progress by helping to find more effi- 
cient and more economical means of conducting our state 
government, which is second to none." 

Entries in the contest may be submitted any time, but one 
contest ends February 28 each year and the other one on 
August 31. There are three categories for suggestions and 
four cash prizes in each category—$50 first prize, $35 second 
prize, $25 third prize, and $10 fourth prize. Best suggestion 
of the year wins $100. 


Here are the categories: 
Category A 


General Governmental Operations—for suggestions that 
will increase efficiency and economy in administration, clerical, 
accounting, filing, budget making, forms, procedures, busi- 


FOR YOUR THOUGHTS 


ness machines, and related governmental operations. 
Category B 


Public Welfare—tor suggestions that will improve health, 
sanitation, safety, hospitals, special schools, public assistance, 
and similar public welfare programs. 


Category C 


Public Construction—for suggestions that will result in effi- 
ciency and economy in the construction and maintenance of 
highways, bridges, buildings, and other public construction. 
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Rules—Submit entry on 81/5 x || paper. 
Identify entry by attaching a sheet of paper giving 
your name, mailing address, and the state depart- 
ment where you work. 

Entries postmarked on the closing date of contest 
will be considered. 

Any state employe may send as many entries as he 
wishes (TPEA membership not required). 


Mail entries to: Merit Award Contest, TPEA, Drawer V, 
Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711. 


$166 Million Consolidated Highway Program Authorized 


More safety and less congestion for 2,067 miles of 
Texas highways was the objective of a $166 million im- 
provement program authorized by the Texas Highway 
Commission on June 5. 

The biennial Consolidated Highway Program is beamed 
at correcting traffic problems on parts of the Primary 
Highway System of U.S.-and State-numbered highways in 
Texas. 

The Highway Commission called the two-year program 
“vital to our keeping pace with a traffic explosion that is 
increasing five per cent a year.” In view of the diffusion 
of Texas’ 22 metropolitan areas—more than any other 
state—“these city-connecting highways must continue to 
be systematically upgraded for the good of the cities they 
serve, as well as the safety and convenience of the through 
traveler,” the commission said. 

The 25,000-mile primary highway system carries a 
bigger burden of the state’s 50-billion-mile-a-year traffic 
load than all other systems combined, commissioners 


pointed out. Yet some 20,000 miles of the primary system 
are considered obsolete by contemporary standards. 

Of the amount authorized for the consolidated improve- 
ment program, $151 million is earmarked for construction 
and about $15 million for right of way. The program will 
be financed from state gasoline tax revenue, license fees 
and federal grants in aid. About 65 per cent of the cost 
will come from state funds. 

Under the new program, heavily-traveled primary high- 


ways will be upgraded, some to four-lane standards. Widen- 


ing of bridges, paving of shoulders and other improve- 
ments for safety also are included for various highways 
over the state under the extensive program. 

Highway Department studies indicate dramatic improve- 
ments in safety statistics result from such programs as the 
one authorized today. Upgrading a two-lane highway to 
four-lane divided status, for instance, reduces the fatality 
rate by more than 30 per cent. When “control of access” is 
added, the rate drops by 45 per cent. @ 
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Precast CONCRETE PIPE man- 
holes have been installed on an Interstate 
Highway 40 project in Amarillo. The 
manhole units greatly accelerated con- 
struction of the storm sewer facility, and 
the savings in materials and man hours 
warrant their consideration on future 
projects. 

Five manholes with concrete box bases 


Clayton G. Rutter, Designing Engineer 
Amarillo, District 4 


with height of 27 feet from flowline 
were used, reflecting a 40 per cent sav- 
ings compared to a poured-in-place con- 
crete manhole. Forty-eight-inch rein- 
forced concrete pipe was used for risers 
with regular mortar joints. By using 
combinations of four foot and six foot 
joints, the depth of manhole and the 


desired location of laterals could be at- 


tained. Special risers of 1, 2, and 3 foot 
lengths are also available. The laterals 
are located with a minimum of one-foot 
clearance from joints. 

The holes are scored by the pipe pro- 
ducer after the forms are removed to 
expose the reinforcement. If the eleva- 
tion of the lateral has to be changed in 
the field, the scored area is filled with 
mortar; otherwise, the reinforcement is 
clipped and the lateral is grouted into 
place. Scored holes were used in lieu of 
tees because they are more easily adapted 
to field conditions. Cast iron manhole 
steps are embedded in the concrete by 
the pipe producer. The location of steps 
should be arranged to miss laterals. 


|. Twenty-inch pipe manhole with lat- 
eral being grouted into place. 

2. Section of pipe riser showing scored 
holes and manhole steps. 

3. Tee manhole with riser and lateral 
grouted in place. 

4. A section of pipe used to construct 
top in work area. Note loops and 
plywood ring for depression. 

5. Top in place, the ring and cover will 
be adjusted to finished grade by 
brick and mortar. 


Two tee manholes also were used on 
the project. Forty-two-inch reinforced 
concrete pipe risers were used since the 
main line was a 48-inch pipe. This en- 
abled a continuous pipe laying operation 
with no delay for concrete box manhole 
construction. The same equipment used 
to lay the pipe was utilized to install 
the manhole section and risers. 

The manhole top was used in lieu of 
eccentric cone top because several later- 
als were encountered in the top risers. 
The contractor used a section of pipe 
in a work area to precast the tops. The 
ring and cover is adjusted after back- 
fill operations to finished grade by the 


use of brick and mortar. 
The versatility of pipe manholes is 


being planned on future construction. 
Poured-in-place concrete box manholes 
will be used where depth is less than 
six or seven feet, or several laterals are 
encountered. Tee section with pipe risers 
will be used where few laterals are en- 
countered or used as intermediate man- 
holes in long runs. Concrete box base 
with risers will be used in manholes 
more than six or seven feet deep. 

Assistance was given by the personnel 
of Gifford-Hill Pipe Company and the 
Texas Turnpike Authority. The con- 
tractor is Gilvin-Terrill Inc. and T. L. 
James & Co. Inc. @ 
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Drawings by John R. Owens, Engineering Assistant at Amarillo 


Details of pipe manhole, concrete 
top. ''X"' dimension varies with the 


box base and 
main pipe size. 


AWARDS 


40 Years 


District 18 
Allen J. Dooley, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 


35 Years 


D-6 
Jed N. Robinson, Construction Engineer 
District 15 
Frank Van Houten, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 


Alfred J. Beck, Skilled Laborer 
District 17 


Archie A. Vance, Supervising Designing Engineer 
District 18 
Thomas S. Reeves Jr., Shop Foreman III 
District 19 
Cash Reid, Accountant III 
District 20 


James H. Humphries, Maintenance Construction Foreman II 


District 21 
Clyde E. Salter, Maintenance Construction Supervisor I 


30 Years 


District 2 
John P. Cooper, District Maintenance Engineer 


Robert D. Marshall, Skilled Laborer 
District 6 
Walter L. Ray, Skilled Laborer 
District 10 
William H. Whitaker, Skilled Laborer 


District 12 
Madison C. Norris, Skilled Laborer 


District 13 
Joe B. Bain, Senior Resident Engineer 
Claude R. Smith, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 


District 20 
Earl N. Gibney, Skilled Laborer 


25 Years 


D-9 
Lacy L. Wallace, Materials Analyst III 
District 8 
Lenard D. Fielder, Maintenance Construction Supervisor IT 
District 12 
Alfred A. Laake, Skilled Laborer 
District 19 
Cater H. Lindsey, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 


Arlie T. Leach, Shop Foreman II 


District 22 
Santos A. Montana, Semi-Skilled Laborer 


RETIREMENTS 


District | 
Lou A. Pickett, District Office Clerk 


James R. White, Maintenance Construction Foreman II 


District 4 
James L. McClellan, Skilled Laborer 


District 6 
Joe D. Henson, Skilled Laborer 


District 9 
Aletha W. Kelly, Common Laborer 


District 10 
James V. Gilstrap, Skilled Laborer 


District 1 | 
David S. Safley, Senior Bridge Engineer 


District 12 
Larry P. Young, Secretary III 
Edith H. Roberts, Secretary III 
Charles R. Harris, Skilled Laborer 
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District 14 
Jose Moreno, Skilled Laborer 


District 15 
Dewey H. Bollinger, Field Survey Worker III 


District 17 
Dewey McElwrath, Skilled Laborer 


District 18 
Albert W. Lawson, Semi-Skilled Laborer 


District 20 
Oscar L. Coates, Senior Party Chief 
Bernard F. Sullivan, Inspector HI 
Jesse D. Landry, Shop Foreman III 
Lonnie H. Crouch, Skilled Laborer : 
District 21 
Alejandro Gonzalez, Skilled Laborer 
District 23 
John M. Smith, Skilled Laborer 
Clyde G. Wheeler, Skilled Laborer 


Albert F. Cloud, Maintenance Construction Superintendent 


The Redbud Route 


Menard News, on highway beautifica- 
tion—''Members of the beautification 
committee of Menard garden clubs met 
Monday with R. H. Bowen, landscape 
architect of the Texas Highway Depart- 
ment, and received assurance that they 
are proceeding on the right course. 

"The beautification’ committee has 
planted 68 redbud trees along U.S. High- 
way 83 through Menard. This week ended 
the planting season. Twelve climber 
roses also have been planted along the 
highway." 


Understanding and Finesse 


Dallas Morning News, calling for pa- 
tience—''Concern of the Farmers Branch 
Chamber of Commerce over access to 
expressways, including restriction of serv- 
ice roads to one-way traffic, is natural. 
The suburban city is now served by 
Sternmons Expressway, part of the north- 
south Interstate Highway. 35E. It soon 
will be bisected by another part of the 
IH system—an east-west segment of 
IH Loop 635. 

"Underlying problem is how much legal 
control of street and highway traffic on 
state and federal facilities remains in the 
hands of local communities. It is a com- 
plicated question involving study of vari- 
ous acts of the legislature at Austin as 
well as federal statutes covering the 50- 
billion-dollar national system. 

"So far no major conflict on these 


ws 
< 
< 
EIR ETS we 


issues has come to light in the Greater 
Dallas area. Main reason is the continu- 
ing attempt of the Texas Highway De- 
partment, official spokesman for both 
state and federal road builders, to meet 
local wishes as far as possible. But the 
department itself is hedgéd about with 
mandates of design and operation of 
expressways that may run counter to 
local desires in many cases. It will take 
increasing patience, understanding and 
finesse to harmonize so many interests.” 


More U.S. 84 Opened 


Snyder Daily News, reporting— ‘An- 
other 10-mile segment of the new U.S. 
84 four-lane, divided highway will be 
opened to traffic. 

"The area involved extends from the 
present north terminal’ of the new road 
four miles southeast of Snyder to a point 
six miles northwest of town.... 

"This portion of the U.S. 84 project 
was started in January of 1962 and has 
been completed under four separate 
construction contracts at a total cost of 
approximately $2!/, million.” 


A Majority Will Benefit 


Fort Stockton Pioneer, editorially— 
"Though it may be some months until 
a final decision is made by the Texas 
Highway Department and the U.S. Bu- 
reau of Public Roads, it appears most 
likely that the bypass of Interstate 10 
will circle the north edge of Fort Stock- 
ton, taking off from interchanges east 
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and west of town on approximately the 
present route of U.S. 290-67. 

"The Pioneer has long been of the 
opinion, frequently expressed, that In- 
terstate 10 will be a great boon to 
Fort Stockton, and that while it may 
cause temporary problems and disloca- 
tions, and will inevitably bring adverse 
effects for some business concerns, that 
a majority will benefit, and that the 
community in years to come will find 
itself greatly aided by its strategic loca- 
tion on the southernmost of the cross- 
country routes." 


New Route Announced 


‘Galveston Daily News, with a Friends- 
wood dateline—''Residents of Friends- 
wood will have another paved route to 
Houston sometime next year. 

"The Texas Highway Department has 
agreed to take Choate Road into the 
state system of highways as a farm to 
market road." 


New FM Road Built 


Sweetwater Reporter, announcing— 
“An important new farm to market road 
has been completed from Roscoe to 
Claytonville gasoline plant near the 
merger of FM 419 out of Sweetwater 
with 611 from Claytonville to Hobbs. 

"The new road . . .is a $200,000 proj- 
ect from Bernecker to the gas plant, a 
distance of eight miles. It crosses Cotton- 
wood Creek and Beaver Creek... . 
and represents several substantial bridge 
structures. 
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POTPOURRI ON LITTER 


Elton B. Evans 
District Administrative Engineer 
Waco, District 9 

Two Texas Highway Department men 
at Waco judged a litter poster contest 
in April. 

They are George G. Cleveland, Super- 
vising Maintenance Engineer, and H. L. 
Huckabee, Maintenance Construction 
Superintendent. 

The contest was sponsored by the 
Rural Gardeners Club in the Waco 
area. Participants were second and 
third grade children of the rural schools 


in the garden club area. The contest 


coincided with State Litterbug Week George G. Cleveland, Supervising Maintenance Engineer, left, and H. L. Huckabee, 
April 15-20. Maintenance Construction Superintendent, right, work with Rural Gardeners Club 

Downsville Elementary School won the — members in judging the club's litter poster contest. They are Mrs. B. W. Brown, 
first place prize of $3, and also the left, and Mrs. R. L. Fetzer, right. Mrs. Brown is chairman of the litter committee. 
second place prize of $2. President of the club is Mrs. Edwin Neelley. 
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Downsville Elementary School in Waco won the litter poster with these two anti-litter reminders. 
First prize winner is to the left, and second prize, right. 
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Creating the litter posters brought out 
the poet in many of the children from 
Rosenthal School. The motto of the chil- 
dren seems to be, "Be a Glitter Bug.’ 


Fifty Denison Boy Scouts took a 
five-mile litter hike in May to help the 
Texas Highway Department in its battle 
against litter. 

The boys, representing five troops, 
picked up cans, bottles and trash along 
the right of way of U.S. 75A from 
Denison to Lake Texoma. The boys 
filled 150 sacks with rubbish. 

The Texas Highway Department co- 
operated by supplying flagmen to warn 
oncoming traffic to watch out for the 
sack-carrying boys. Trucks were provided 
by Grayson County, and the big litter 
sacks were supplied by the Vit-A-Way 
Company. 

The Denison Chamber of Commerce 
tourism committee sponsored the hike, 
and plans several more hikes in the 


future. 


....and at rest during their milk break. 


Purpose of the litter hikes are to 
help make Denison residents and motor- 
ists conscious of a cleaner, more attrac- 
tive highway, in an effort to encourage 
them to help in getting rid of trash 
along the highways. L. D. Cabiness, 
District Engineer at Paris, wrote the 
Denison chamber a letter commending 
them for their efforts in combatting 


litter. 


The original artwork for the Texas Highway Department's 
newest anti-litter venture—a joint effort by the Department 
and the Texas Outdoor Advertisers Association—is presented 
to Tom H. Taylor, head of the Travel & Information Division, 
center. Making the presentation is A. J. Van Arman Jr., newly 


elected president of the Outdoor Advertisers group, left. 
Outgoing president is Joe Andrews, right. Taylor accepted 
the artwork after giving a discussion about litter at the 
group's state-wide meeting in June at Six Flags Park. The 
anti-litter message will appear on 900 billboards in Texas. 


Millions of motorists who hit the 
open road in Texas this summer were 
reminded to help keep Texas highways 
litter-free, because for the first time, 
anti-litter messages are appearing on 
billboards throughout Texas. 

This newest step in the Texas High- 
way Department’s ever-expanding litter 
campaign represents a large-scale co- 
operative effort by the Texas Outdoor 
Advertisers Association and the Texas 
Highway Department. 
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As a public service, the Outdoor Ad- 
vertisers have donated 900 billboards 
and the poster paper for the litter mes- 
sage, which reads: Please Don’t Litter 
Our Highways. 

The Texas 


litter mascot, the Litter Critter—a cow- 


Highway Department’s 
boy-costumed longhorn who gets indig- 
nant about litter—illustrates the mes- 
sages. The Litter Critter also appears on 
the Department’s official travel maps 


and its anti-litter literature. 

Artwork for the billboard signs was 
designed cooperatively by the Outdoor 
Advertisers and the Department. 

The litter messages have appeared on 
billboards throughout the summer, and 
will continue periodically as billboard 
space permits through the current year. 
The Outdoor 
when estimated in terms of money, 
amounts to an estimated $25,000 worth 
of billboard space and poster paper. 


Advertisers’ donation 
©) 
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DAM-HIGHWAY 


he Texas Highway Department, you 
say, might build a highway in East 
Texas to act as a dam or reservoir, but 
never, never in El Paso. 

But you would be wrong. 

Although El Paso is located in a semi- 
arid region of far West Texas, it is 
subject to occasional cloudbursts in 
July and August—sometimes with an 
intensity up to 234 inches an hour. This 
in itself might not be so bad in some 
cities, but El Paso lies in an arc around 
the foot of Mt. Franklin, which rises 
3,000 feet above the city. Rain runs off 
the mountain, flooding various sections 
of the city and settling in the flat valley 
Rio Grande. 
and pumping 


bottom lands along the 
Inadequate storm sewers 
plants discharge the water into the river. 

The serious problem led the City of 
El Paso to adopt a $22 million Master 
Flood Control Program in 1961. Protec- 
tion work under the program called for 
construction of detention reservoirs and 
channels utilizing the natural basins and 
arroyos. 

One of these natural basins was the 
Durazno Area—an area covered with 
residences which were flooded period- 


A section of Interstate 10 on the east side of El Paso acts as a dam when it comes 
a "gully washer." This is the downstream side of a spillway structure the Depart- 
ment built to hold back rushing waters that pour from the mountains in the 
background during rainstorms. 


ically. The result was a high loss of 
property and a great deal of harassing 
of city officials. When the Highway 
Department decided to build Interstate 
10 across the Durazno Area, city of- 
ficials asked the Department to increase 
the height of the embankment across 
the basin to serve as a flood control 
dam. 

An agreement was made between the 
city, Highway Department, and Bureau 
of Public Roads whereby El Paso would 
pay for the additional work involved at 
a cost of $150,000 for the spillway 
structure, rip rap, and additional earth 
work. The city also purchased and 
cleared 17 acres of right of way adjacent 
to and upstream from the highway right 


of way. Arrangements were made to 


obtain about 350,000 C. Y. of borrow 
from the city’s ponding area for the 
embankment which enabled the city to 
obtain the desired storage with less 
right of way, as well as reducing the 
construction cost of the highway by 
eliminating haul on imported borrow. 

The result was a reservoir with 200 
acre feet capacity which will completely 
empty through an outfall line under the 
embankment in 72 hours or less. Al- 
though the high-water spillway points 
ominously at residences below the dam, 
it is not expected to overflow except at 
100-year plus intervals—and then at 
far less damage to the downstream de- 
velopment. 

The grading and structure portion of 
the reservoir section was completed in 
1963 under the supervision of Charles 
E. Jones, Senior Resident Engineer. The 
eight-lane concrete paving contract is 
nearing completion under the supervi- 
sion of F. R. Shouse, Senior Resident 
Engineer. @ 


On the upstream side of the spillway the 
reservoir formed by Interstate 10 meas- 
ures up to 20 feet deep and 2,000 feet 
long. The reservoir is part of a flood 
control program to prevent excessive 
damage to houses when there is a rain- 
storm. 


Te and Prom Our Readers 


Flagging Suggestion Wins $50 


Jim O’Connell, Senior Resident En- 
gineer at Bryan, recently won $50 first 
prize in the Texas Public Employees 
Association’s Merit Award Contest for 
his suggestion “that the Department of 
Public Safety include in its Driver’s 
Handbook a section, to include illustra- 
tions if practical, of standard flagging 
signals used to direct traffic safely 
through construction projects and other 
restricted areas on the travel ways of 
the State.” 

O’Connell said the booklet, “Instruc- 
tions to Flagmen,” issued by the Texas 
Highway Department could be used as 
a guide in educating the new driver 
to better understand and cooperate with 
the flagman and follow his signals. 


THD Men Address AAMVA 


Two Texas Highway Department men 
were speakers at the 3lst annual con- 
ference of Region II of the American 
Association of Motor Vehicle Adminis- 
trators in Dallas June 8-11. 

R. W. Townsley, director of the Motor 
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Vehicle 


speaker. Townsley is responsible for 


Division, was the principal 


keeping licenses and titles straight on 
about 5.5 million cars, trucks and other 
vehicles in Texas. 

Another main speaker was Bart Couch, 
Chief of Titles of the Motor Vehicle 
Division. Couch is president of Region 
II of the motor vehicle administrators 
group. 

The goal of the association’s meeting 
was to further standardization of traffic 
practices 


and vehicle _ registration 


throughout the Americas. 


.... The World Like Ocean Waves 


The week after the Alaskan earth- 
quake, Hub Rigsbee, Senior Office En- 
gineer in the Bridge Division at Austin, 
received a letter from relatives living 
in Anchorage. The family assured the 
Rigsbees of their well-being, and then 
described the experience. Here are some 
excerpts from the letter: 

“We were so lucky not to have a lot 
of fires, like Seward and Valdez. Stand- 
ard Oil’s gas tanks at the dock are leak- 
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ing into the bay and being hand pumped, 
and it will be several days before the 
gasoline floating on the water dissipates. 

“After the quake was over, the hard 
part, we had no radio, power, or any- 
thing for about an hour. Then the emer- 
gency radio broadcasting came on, and 
if you had a transistor or car radio, you 
could hear civil defense instructions, 
police, etc... . It came so hard without 
warning that all you could do was 
hang on and think it would surely 
stop, then begin to think it never would. 
... L could see the cars jumping up and 
down and the world like ocean waves 
and our big van truck parked in the 
yard would move about four feet for- 
ward and then four feet back . . . our 
neighbors . . . had been right down 
town and had seen the slabs of concrete 
falling on cars and people, and people 
falling down, getting cut on fallen glass, 
and hanging on to parking meters. The 
story goes around about one fellow 
who was hanging on to a meter to 
stand up and pretty soon he found he 
was hanging to it up in the air... . 
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“There was no hysteria or panic, 
everyone was wonderful, and all the 
rescue units went right into action... . 
We are all proud of our town and love 
it more. 

“Today is a beautiful sunny day and 
looks like spring. We are all so thank- 
ful. . . . If it had not been a local 
school holiday and a few hours earlier, 
the schools would have been full of 
children. If it had been a few hours 
later, everyone would have been home 
or in bed and all the wrecked apart- 
ments and houses full of people and the 
theaters and clubs full. . . . So, we were 
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really lucky and very thankful... . ’ 


Covered Bridge Comments 


Several letters have come in regard- 
ing Texas Highways’ series on covered 
bridges. 

From James M. Day, director of State 
Archives of the Texas State Library 
at Austin: “We do indeed appreciate 
the work... on ‘Covered Bridges in 
Texas.’ . . . it will be cataloged and 
made a part of our permanent collec- 
tion, and in the future we will be able 
to say that we do have some information 
on covered bridges.” 

From George W. Hill, executive direc- 
tor of the Texas State Historical Survey 
Committee at Austin: “I wish to con- 
gratulate you on the excellent treatment 
of covered bridges. Several additional 
copies will be appreciated.” 

From Richard S. Allen, American 
engineering historian at New York: 
“, .. how pleased I am with the mas- 
sive search you have mounted for me in 
search of record and pictures of past 
(and possibly present) covered bridges 
in Texas. I am most grateful. To do the 
same thing as an individual would 
have been impossible. 

“Having been following leads here and 
there for some years in hopes of un- 
earthing at least one photograph or old 
drawing of ‘a covered bridge in Texas’ 
for my next survey book, I’m afraid I 
had become rather discouraged. It looks 
like the mists are beginning to part, and 
again, my thanks.” 


Green Tank was named after George Green, Resident Engineer at Post from 
1931 to 1939. 


The Song of a Highway 


From a 1924 copy of “Texas Highway 
Bulletin”: 


I am a highway, a girder to span 

The miles between man to man, 

Stretching forth like arms, to yield 

Products brought from the harvest field. 

Iam a highway, running forth 

West and east, south and north, 

Linking together the country and town, 

A chain of service, my shoulders and 
crown. 

1 ama highway, from my strength 

Industries, farms and cities drink, 

Taking joy to a lonely spot, 

And leading to nature all forgot. 

Iam a highway; By river o’er plain 

A song of deeds I ever sing, 

Mine the privilege, the function to do, 

To show the best of life to you. 

I am a highway, I conquer waste, 

I make to bloom a barren place 

I am a courier, exponent of worth, 

Traversing the uttermost parts of earth. 


—Elanu Mood 


A Highway Oasis 

Joel D. Willson, Texas Highways re- 
porter at Lubbock in District 5, sent in 
this story: 

“This picture of Green Tank was 
taken by James King, Senior Traffic 
Engineer, on U.S. 84 about 10 miles 
southeast of Post. This part of the tank 
is impounded between the south lane of 
U.S. 84 and the old U.S. 84, a portion 
of which was left for use as a service 
road between the two picnic units of a 
roadside park. One of the picnic tables 
can be seen in the background. 

“Green Tank has been called by that 
name for more than 30 years, since 
George Green, Resident Engineer for 
the Department at that time, built U.S. 
84. Since that time, U.S. 84 has been 
relocated at this particular place, being 
now a modern four-lane divided facility 
on the right of the picture, with the old 
U.S. 84 serving as a service road to the 
left. The tank is stocked with fish, and 
people often can be seen fishing.” 
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The Sun Has Riz, 
The Sun Has Set, 
And Here We Is, 
In Texas Yet... 
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Comments... from the Traveling Public 


e My wife and I are frequent visitors 
to your state and I would like to compli- 
ment you on the wonderful roads that 
you have and each time that we get down 
there, we notice more and more im- 
provements. 


Walter H. White 


Chicago, Illinois 


e Please send me the new 1964 Funny 
Tier Road Map. I would be very thank- 
ful. 


Sally Metcalf 


Beckville, Texas 


e Would you send me some informa- 
tion about cotton. Would you tell me 
how it grows and where it grows. Would 
you tell me what machines do they use 
to grow crops. What kind of tractors 
do they use to grow crops. What kind 
of anamals do they have on farms and 
what kind of crops do they grow. 
Would you send me some information 
and history about the Alamo. Would 
you send me some information about 
Six Flags over Texas in detell: What 
kinds of salt water and fresh water are 
there in Texas and what kind of reeds 
are there in both fresh and salt water 
and where do you find them. What 
kinds of rods do they have. What kinds 
of hunters are there and what anamals 
do they hunt and what kind of rifles 
are there or guns. Would you send me 


a map of Tesax and a city map of 
Corpus Christi. Thanks. Your friend, 


Carl D. Crumpton 
Corpus Christi, Texas 
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e I’m a foreign student. I have cer- 
tainly enjoyed being in your country and 
interested in your vacationlands. I will 
leave your country pretty soon, and I 
wish I could have a complete collection 
of your vacationlands to show my family 
and my people when I get home. 

For that reason, now I would like to 
ask you to do me a favor by sending 
me the brochure about the vacationlands 
of your state. I will never forget your 
kindness. In waiting for your reply, 
would you please receive here my best 
regards and warmest acknowlegements. 


Miss Vo-Kim-Chi 
Duke University 
Durham, North Carolina 


e I am studying about your state. 
Could you send me bones or heads of 
cows, and can you send me some dead 
cactise. 


Roger Middleton 
Miamisburg, Ohio 


e Do things in Texas really grow as 
big as they say? 


Robyn Letz 
Kimball, Nebraska 


e My fiancee and I were married in 
August and took a trip to Arkansas. 
We traveled through several states and 
we were both amazed at the tremendous 
difference in the highways in_ those 
states compared to those of Texas, 
which we have both traveled extensively. 


The Texas highway system is so much 
better and well taken care of in com- 
parison. I think Texas and Texans can 
be proud of their highways and _ their 
Highway Department. We thank you 
for the tremendous work you are doing 
and hope that you will keep it up 
always. 


Richard Malone 


Beaumont, Texas 


@ We have been through Texas the 
past several years and wish to compli- 
ment you on your wonderful highways. 
Also the courtesy of pickup and truck 
drivers who will pull over and let one 
pass easily. Yours for good roads, 


Mrs. Claud Reese 


Fairview, Oklahoma 


¢ We do so appreciate our good roads, 
and the efficiency of our Highway De- 
partment. 


Mrs. J. D. Bewley 
Kilgore, Texas 


e As I am planning my vacation 
through your wonderful state, would you 
please send me some literature and 
map on the sights to see. In the past 
six years we have traveled through 
Texas four times and have enjoyed 
everything we saw, and the people were 
so courteous on our travels. 


B. H. LaBounty 
Prospect, Ohio 


The new million-dollar San Pedro Creek Bridge was dedicated in June. The 
2,000-foot long bridge is the first bridge serving the Amistad Dam Reservoir. 
It is on U.S. 277 near Del Rio. A story about the bridge dedication is featured : 


inside this issue. 
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